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THE COLORFUL

FOUGA MAGISTERS OF THE BELGIAN AIR COMPONENT
ARE PREPARING TO RETIRE, BUT MAY HAVE

o\
BY STEFAN DEGRAEF AND
EDWIN BORREMANS

A FUTURE CAREER AS JET WARBIRDS

or almost half a century, the V-tail Potez-built Fouga
Magister twin-engined training aircraft of the Belgian
Fﬁrmr:d Forces have criss-crossed the national airspace.
Initially, 45 Magisters were purchased in the late
1950s as replacements for the world-famous but obsolete
North American T-6 Harvards used as primary training air-
craft. The Magisters were earmarked to be operated by the
Air Force's continuation flying training school at Kamina Air
Base located in the southeastern provinee of Haute-Lomani
in then Belgian Congo. Several Fouga Magisters, armed with
nose-mounted 7.62mm guns, were used to protect Belgian
citizens during “events” leading to the Congolese indepen-
dence in July 1960.

In 2000, the Democratic Republic of Congo celebrated
the 40th anniversary of its independence. At the same
time, a limited number of Fouga Magisters of the reformed
Belgian Air Component of the Armed Forces were still
operationally used as proficiency aireraft for the service's
staff officers that wanted to retain their flying status.

One of the very last air forces to fly the Magister, the Belgian
examples are extremely colorful machines.
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Well-equipped but snug cockpit.

With a burst of smoke, the Magisters start
up for the photo flight.
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Distinctive paint scheme stands out from the forest below.

Low operating costs, abundance of  of the Belgian Air Force to be used as  Force even decided in the early-1990s
spare parts and the relative good over-  liaison hacks and proficiency trainers  to relaunch the aircraft maintenance
all condition of the aiframes saved the  for local staff officers and visiting  and overhaul cycle, streeching the fly-

Fouga Magisters from wotal extinetion.  NATO pilos, ing carreer of the aireraft. All mainte-
A large number of aircraft were divided Impressed by the Fouga's mission  nance was otganized “in-house” at

over the various front-line fighter bases  profile and success, the Belpian Air  Brustem and, later on, atr Bevekom Air

Save Your Warbirds

Preserve, protect, and organize your Warbirds back issues. Slip-
cases are library quality. Constructed with heavy bookbinder’s
board and covered in a rich maroon leatherette material. A gold
label with the Warbirds logo is included for personalizing.
Designed with a wide 37 opening for maximum storage. Perfect
for the home or office. Great for gifts.

One - $15 Three - $40 Six - $80

Add $3.30 per slipcase for shipping & handling.

send ;. TNC Enterprises Dept. WB
P.O. Box 2475

Warminster, PA 18974 Satisfaction Guaranteed

IE.nclosc name, address, and payment with your order. (v £, hoxes pleaser. PA residents add 6% sales tax.
USA orders only. You can even call 215-674-8476 to order by phone or fax 215-674-5949.

Credit Card Orders:

Visa, Master Card, American Express accepted. Send name. number, exp. date, and signature.

To Order Online: www.tncenterprises.net/wb
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Pilots Lt. Col. Rorive and Lt. Gen. Pedro Buyse.

Magister pulls into the top portion of a loop.
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A docile performer, the Magister is ideally suited to close formation work.

= Tl'lr.". Fl ILLEA 'n-'\.']” |."'-'."

the umnir
o the

CLASSIC LEATHER HARD SHELL FLYING SEIR !.-'
The choice of m{lm; s aviators worldiGRe
1 C ar | Contact : IVAN and SANDY CAMPBELL : ;
ilots are still qualife d on the Fouga # www.campbellaeroclassics.com tele: +64 (0) 3 312-8008
wse the remaining potential of the air- | ivan@campbellaeroclassics.com mob: +64 (0) 274 512-727
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by the BAC's last original Red Dlewvils
pilot, Lt. Gen. J.C. "Pedro” Buyse, to
form a two-ship display team. Lieutenant

General Buyse is also the highest-ranking
officer in the service, being the Chief of
Cabinet for the Belgian Minister of
Defense Andre Flahaue In spite of the
Cabinet-related workload of L. Gen.
Buyse and the busy display schedule of
Paul Rorive, the pilors quickly created a
farmation routine,
emphasing the Fouga's elegant airframe

close display
during stunning display maneuvers.

Initially, both pilots flew four Fouga
missions to build up the lead sequence,
followed by ten high-level (+6000-ft)
two-ship training flights ro train for the
close formation routine. Finally, ten
low-level flights (500-ft) were flown,
The validation flight ook place on 19
June 2006, only ten days before the
team’s maiden display at the BAC's
annual airshow ar Koksijde.

The lack of excess engine power is
hugely compensated by the experience
and skills of both pilos flying within
feet of cach other during the routine.

Initially the creation of an “unoffi-  quickly put aside. The smooth aerobat-

cial” four-ship Fouga team was ic upgrading of all pilots proved to be
planned, but due to high workload of oo difficult to organize. Howewver, dur-
the various pilots — all colonels with  ing two public relations events at
Bevekom in 2004 and 2005, four pilots

flew a four-ship formarion fly-by.

Hme-consuming management postings

within the BAC these plans were

P-51 VIALLOLM HOOLO

In order to complete the flying restoration of an historic Mustang, we are looking
for any and all information on the Malcolm Hood canopy that was added to
numerous Mustangs operating out of Britain. We are looking for original
components, technical drawings, photos — anything and all relating to the
Malcolm Hood.

Please Contact:

John Muszala / PACIFIC FIGHTERS
2013 Foote Dr.

Idaho Falls, |D 83402

208-522-3502
pacifigh@aol com
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: _.Paul Rorive's 2006 end-of-season
| single-ship display was flown as
| planned at Duxford, England, on 8
| October 2006. As a direct reaction to
BAC's decision to prolong the opera-
tional life of the Fouga until late June
2007, Paul once more requested a
tenewal of his annually expiring
reservist commission to be able — if
granted — to fly and display the Fouga
until the end of the aircraft’s and (at
the same time) his own flying carreer.
After technical and financial evalua-
tion, a positive decision was taken by
BAC’s commander Lt. Gen. Gerard
Van Caelenberge.

| The very last public Fouga solo dis-
. play will take place on 1 July 2007,
‘ during the Defense Days in Koksijde.

Before that, and depending on aircraft
availability, Lt. Col. Rorive will partic-
ipate in several airshows mainly in
France, but also in Britain (Duxford
and Kemble). The ultimate non-public
display will be flown during the formal
withdrawal ceremony which will be
organized for the end of the Fouga-era
in the Belgian Air Force, but this date
is still to be determined. Lieutenant
Colonel Rorive will personally be rerir-
~ ing at the end of 2007.
~ When finally grounded, without any

will not only deprive the

_a:a_r.’mt‘s. but alsa force all

‘ hﬂpanfmunn, the withdrawal of

@esmpum:m of its tri-col-

mlnrs under the wing.

Banking from the camera piaﬁé’;

the Fouga d‘:splays the national
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